
 

MRTS 5121 
Digital Media Studies 
This graduate level seminar critically examines key theoretical approaches to 

understanding and analyzing the role of digital and interactive media in 

contemporary society and culture. The course is designed to introduce students 

to theoretical ideas that can be used as analytical tools for understanding, 

explaining, and predicting media development, control, uses, and practices. The 

theories and concepts also provide ways to make meaning out of everyday 

interactions with media technologies and cultures. The course takes a historical 

perspective that situates new media and theory within broader understandings 

of technology and its relationship to culture and social change. The course draws 

from multiple disciplines and perspectives including media studies, 

communication, anthropology, sociology, computer science, science and 

technology studies, and cultural and critical studies.   
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REQUIRED TEXTS 
1. Understanding Digital Culture, 2nd Edition – Vincent Miller 
2. Mobile Interfaces in Public Spaces: locational privacy, control, and urban sociability – Adriana de Souza e Silva 

and Jordan Frith 
3. Instagram – Leaver, Abidin, and Highfield 
4. Internet Celebrity – Abidin  

All other readings will be available on Canvas  

 
ASSIGNMENTS  

• Response Papers: 5 papers * 5 points each  = 25 points  
• Discussion Boards: 4 * 5 points each = 20 points  
• Group Discussions & In-Class Participation = 10 points  
• Exam = 15 points  
• Research Proposal & Annotated Bibliography = 5 points  
• Draft & Peer Reviews = 5 
• Research Paper = 20 points  

Total = 100 points | A = 90-100; B = 80-89; C= 70-79; D = 60-69; F = 0-69 

Response Papers  

Choose 1 journal article from the week (NOT the textbook chapter) and write a response paper that is approximately 
600-800 words. This is not a summary of the article/chapter, but must also demonstrate engagement with and an 
analysis of the claims and perspectives of the text. These papers are more than your personal opinion about the 
readings; good papers reflect a careful critical analysis of the methodology, argument, and significance of the reading 
material. Responses that discuss interesting issues that emerge from the reading are encouraged, but you must tie these 
thoughts to the readings and your summary of the argument, not just launch into a tangent. This will require you to 
situate the text within the larger context of class discussions, readings, concepts, and/or other readings from the 
semester.  

Discussion Boards 

Some weeks we will use a Discussion Board to respond to the readings before class (in lieu of reading response papers). 
You are expected to respond to the prompt in a thoughtful manner that explicitly references the reading(s) and 
addresses concepts, theories, and terms from class. These discussion posts will help me gauge your understanding of, 
and ability to apply, foundational concepts. Thus, you should also see these as opportunities to raise questions and spark 
discussion amongst your classmates.   

In-Class Participation  

This is a graduate seminar and as graduate students you are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the topics, 
concepts, and readings for each assigned week. During discussions, you are expected to positively contribute by adding 
value to scholarly conversations.  You will be assigned as a Group Discussion Leader three times throughout the 
semester. This structure ensures that everyone participates in class and allows you an opportunity to practice facilitating 
discussions (a skill that requires a lot of practice!). 

You are being evaluated on the quality of your participation, not merely the quantity of participation. It is very easy to 
veer off into light chat about digital media; this is not considered meaningful participation. Excellent participation refers 
to the key points in the readings in a meaningful way, engages respectfully and analytically with what your peers and 
what the professor says, and evidences insight into the topics discussed. The ability to make connections between 
readings and build on earlier concepts will be heavily weighted. To create opportunities for the entire class to speak, 
there may be times I do not call on you or I redirect tangents toward more productive conversations. 

https://unt.instructure.com/courses/45050/assignments/939647


Your grade will be adversely affected for: coming to class unprepared, not actively contributing to the discussions on a 
weekly basis, being distracted, and/or arriving late or leaving early. 

You are granted one free absence and will lose 5 points from your final grade for each additional absence or excessive 
tardies/leaving early.  If you experience extenuating circumstances that affect your ability to successfully participate in 
the course, please come talk to me ASAP. 

Exam 

You will complete a take-home exam designed to test your understanding of and ability to describe, explain, analyze, 
and evaluate core concepts from the course. Both lecture material and assigned course readings/materials will be 
covered, therefore it is essential that you attend all class meetings and complete all assigned readings. This is an open-
book and open-note exam; therefore you are expected to explicitly incorporate specific references, quotes, and 
examples from the course to help build your answers, arguments, and analysis. The exam will be made available on 
Canvas and you will have at least 24 hours to complete it. 

Research Paper  

The purpose of this assignment is to produce an original scholarly research paper (12-15 pages) that explores a topic of 
your choice related to the study of digital media and culture. Students have freedom to select topics according to their 
own interests, but topics must be approved and developed in consultation with Dr. Vickery. This paper will require you 
to conduct primary (original) and secondary research. Papers may be empirical, analytical, historical, and/or theoretical, 
but you must make a clearly articulated, reasoned, and logical argument . While your paper may be on any topic related 
to course materials, it must synthesize material addressed throughout the semester and incorporate research that 
extends beyond the boundaries of materials on our syllabus. Papers are expected to be written in a manner appropriate 
for graduate school (organized, no grammatical mistakes, uses appropriate academic tone, etc.) and must be accurately 
cited (I prefer APA, but you may use whichever style you prefer so long as it is consistent and accurate).  

 
PARTICIPATION & ATTENDANCE  

 
This is a graduate seminar and as graduate students you are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the 
topics, concepts, and readings for each assigned week. During discussions, you are expected to positively 
contribute by adding value to scholarly conversations. Your final grade reflects your weekly participation; as 
graduate students, I do not reward you for doing what is expected, however you will lose points for failing to 
participate.  

You are being evaluated on the quality of your participation, not merely the quantity of participation. It is very 
easy to veer off into light chat about digital media; this is not considered meaningful participation. Excellent 
participation refers to the key points in the readings in a meaningful way, engages respectfully and analytically 
with what your peers and what the professor says, and evidences insight into the topics discussed. The ability to 
make connections between readings and build on earlier concepts will be heavily weighted. To create 
opportunities for the entire class to speak, there may be times I do not call on you or I redirect tangents toward 
more productive conversations.  

Your grade will be adversely affected for: coming to class unprepared, not actively contributing to the 
discussions on a weekly basis, sleeping, being distracted, and/or arriving late or leaving early.  

You are granted one free absence and will lose 5 points from your final grade for each additional absence or 
excessive tardies.  If you experience extenuating circumstances that affect your ability to successfully participate 
in the course, please come talk to me ASAP. 

 



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE & READINGS 

Week 1 - Jan. 14: What is digital media? • In-class screening: Black Mirror, episode TBD 
 

Week 2 – Key Elements of Digital Culture  
  

• Miller, Ch. 1 
• Hutchby 
• Miltner & Highfield  
• Response Paper #1  

 
Week 3: Economic Foundations of the Information Age   

 
• Miller, Ch. 2 
• Fuchs Ch. 1 & 2  
• Zuboff  
• Discussion Board #1  

Week 4: Convergence Remix, and Participatory Cultures  
 

• Miller, Ch. 3 
• Vickery 
• Fuchs, Ch. 3 
• Discussion Board #2  

 
Week 5: Studying Platforms  • Instagram – Lever, Highfield, and Abidin  

• Response Paper #2  
Week 6: Surveillance, Privacy, and Tracking  • Miller, Ch. 4 

• Lupton 
• Vickery 

 
Week7 Documentary  

  
• Watch: A Social Dilemma  
• Discussion Board #3  

Week 8: Public Sphere, News, & Politics • Miller, Ch. 5 
• Bimber & Gil de Zuniga 
• Clark 
• Response Paper #4  

Week 9: Proposals Due   Proposal Pitches & Peer Workshops  
Annotated Bibliography  

Week 10: Identity   Miller, Ch. 7 
 Tiidenberg & Whelan 
 Florini  
 Response Paper #5  

Week 11: Space, Place, and Mobile Media   Mobile Faces in Public Spaces – Frith and de Souza  
 

Week 12  – Exam   No class – take-home exam due on Canvas by 
8:00 p.m  

Week 13: Community & Relationships    Miller, Ch. 8 
 Blackwell, Birnholtz, and Abbott 
 Discussion Board #4 

 
Week 14: Influencers & Celebrities   Internet Celebrity – Abidin  

Discussion Board #5 
Week 15: Peer Reviews & Rough Draft   Rough draft & peer reviews due 

Week 16: Final Papers   Final Papers due by 5:00  
 

 



POLICIES 
 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
All students are expected and required to abide by the UNT Student Code of Conduct “to foster a safe 
environment conducive to learning and development. Students and university student groups are expected to 
conduct themselves in a manner that demonstrates respect for the rights and property of others and upholds 
the integrity of the university community….[The code ensures] the well-being, honor and dignity of all who live, 
learn and work in our educational community.” Full policy: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012.  
 
Respect: At times, our conversations may make you feel uncomfortable; this is an anticipated part of the growth 
and learning process. At all times, you are expected to treat each other and the instructor with respect. You are 
encouraged to challenge ideas, but I will not tolerate speech or behaviors that attack an individual or their 
community (including those based on group identities such as gender, ethnicity, religion, sexuality, and so forth). 
Show respect by making eye contact with your peers while they are speaking (and the instructor) unless you are 
actively taking notes, referring to the readings, or using your mobile device to locate information relevant to our 
discussion. In return, your peers will do you the favor of engaging with you while you speak. We all have the 
right to feel safe, respected, and welcomed in this classroom. Your suggestions are encouraged and appreciated.   
 
Technology: I have a “Bring Your Own Device” policy for this class.  I encourage you to bring your laptop or 
mobile device to class as we will occasionally use them for in-class assignments and they can aid our discussions. 
Technology can and should enhance the learning environment, thus I trust that you will only use it responsibly in 
my class. If you are not using it responsibly or you are causing a distraction then both I and your peers reserve 
the right to ask you to put it away.  
 
EMAIL & COMMUNICATION 
 
At times I will use Canvas to communicate with you about the course (e.g. changes to the readings or deadlines 
etc.); you are responsible for checking your UNT email account regularly for course notifications.  
I typically do not respond to non-emergency email on weekends or after 8:00 p.m. You are of course welcome to 
email me at these times, but expect a reply the next day. I do not respond to email questions that you can find 
the answer to via other resources I have provided for you (e.g. the syllabus, assignment sheet, Canvas, etc.). If 
you miss class, it is your responsibility to get notes from another student. Beyond simple clarification questions, I 
will not discuss grades via email; if you are concerned about your grade come talk to me during office hours or 
schedule an appointment.  
 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS  
 
All assignments are due at the BEGINNING of class unless otherwise noted on the syllabus. A late assignment will 
lose one full letter grade for each day it’s late. Assignments will not be accepted after 3 days past the due date; 
you will receive an automatic zero for that assignment (e.g. if an assignment is due by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, you 
have until 5:00 p.m. Friday to submit it for a late grade).  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
Cheating, seriously just don’t do it! If I catch you plagiarizing or cheating on any part of any assignment – this 
includes plagiarizing from or gaining unreasonable or unauthorized assistance from websites, videos, music, 
papers, blogs, images, presentations, exams, etc. – I will report you to the Office of Academic Integrity and you 
will receive an automatic “0” on the assignment with no opportunity to make it up.  This could mean you fail the 
course, just don’t do it, it’s never worth it.  
 
It is against UNT policy to submit the same assignment for two different courses. All work completed in this 
course must be exclusively produced by you for and during this course. It is a blatant act of cheating for 



someone else to complete an assignment for you (e.g. to purchase a paper). DO NOT SUBMIT ANY WORK THAT 
IS NOT 100% YOUR OWN.  
 
If UNT determines that the cheating or plagiarism incident is not your first infraction you will automatically fail 
the course.  Please familiarize yourself with the full policy: 
https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf 
 
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 
 
If you will miss a work assignment or other project due to the observance of a religious holy day you will be 
given an opportunity to complete the work missed within a reasonable time after the absence. If you are going 
to miss an assignment, please let me know at the beginning of the semester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CAMPUS CARRY  
 
UNT’s policy stipulates that any person carrying a handgun on campus must hold a License to Carry issued by the 
state of Texas. The weapon must be concealed. If you see a handgun in this classroom, the person carrying it is 
in violation of state law; you should either call the police yourself and/or report this violation to the instructor 
who will contact the police. 
 
ODA NOTIFICATION  
 
Students seeking accommodation must first talk with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to 
faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a 
new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 
http://www.unt.edu/oda. or at 940.565.4323. 
 
EMERGENCY NOTIFICAITON & PROCEDURES  
 
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an 
emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, 
fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering 
course materials. 
 
SEEKING HELP 
 
If you face extenuating circumstances during the semester that adversely and unavoidably affect your 
performance and ability to complete assignments, you should discuss with me the possibility of taking an 
“Incomplete” in the course. An incomplete could allow you more time to complete the work, however they are 
determined at my discretion on a case-by-case basis.  
 
If you are facing challenges securing food or housing and believe this may affect your performance in this 
course, I urge you to contact the Dean of Students for support at deanofstudents@unt.edu or 940-565-2648. 
The UNT Food Pantry is a discrete and accessible food resource for students in need. Currently located in 
Crumley Hall: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/food-pantry.  

http://www.unt.edu/oda.%20or%20at%20940.565.4323


 
If you are struggling with mental health, an abusive relationship, trauma or PTSD, or other personal challenges 
that are adversely affecting your studies, I encourage you to contact the UNT counseling center at 940-565-2741 
or the CARE team at 940-565-4373.  
 
Denton County Friends of the Family has a 24 hour crisis hotline for anyone experiencing relationship violence or 
abuse (940-383-7273 or https://www.dcfof.org/). Cumberland Counseling & Family Services is a mile from 
campus and offers affordable/sliding scale counseling services to individuals, couples, and families 
(https://www.cpch.org/our-work-2-1-1/ or 940-382-5112). 
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